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LAST YEAR’S “most golf” winner made an aston-
ishing comeback to win this year’s annual Johannes-
burg Old Dalians golf tournament. In 2008, Bruce 
McAlister, with his partner, Jonathan Geall, scored 
18 points in 18 holes to finish last in the field. Their 
prize: Golf lessons from Leeuwkop professional 
André van Staden. Jonathan took the lessons but did 
not play in this year’s tournament. 

This year Bruce and another partner, Adriano 
Garone, (both playing off a competition handicap of 
14) came home with 45 points. Bruce himself carded 
40 points. Their prizes: Electric frying pans, which as 
one observed would go down well at home. Adriano 
also won the prize for being nearest-the-pin. 

Bruce, a guest and business colleague of Old Da-
lian past-president Grant Turnbull, says his recipe for 
winning is “Play more golf.” He believes in Gary 
Player’s slogan, “The harder you try the luckier you 
get.” Bruce turns out every Friday with Grant and has 
played in four Old Dalian tournaments.  
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He and Garone shaded Old Dalians Ian 
Macintosh and Kevin Dollery by one point. 
It was Ian and Kevin’s third win in an Old 
Dalian golf tournament. They first won it 
more than 20 years ago. 

But in 1994 Ian was shot in the neck 
outside his engineering factory in Denver, 
Johannesburg, when he went out to help 
workers threatened by intruders. He lost 
partial use of his left arm and his vocal 
cords for some time and did not play golf 
for 11 years. 

By 2007 Ian was playing golf again  and 
came back to win two prizes and two tro-
phies in the Old Dalian tournament. With 
Kevin he led the betterball field to win first 
prize and also the Transvaal Dalian Trophy. 
And to cap it all he won the draw for the 
liquor hamper. 

This year, as the leading Old Dalian pair, 
he and Kevin re-captured the trophy – and 
Kevin won the liquor hamper. Ian is now a 
16 handicap golfer and Kevin plays off 
eight. 

The LLF Trophy, now awarded to the 
Johannesburg  Old Dalian of the Year, 
went to businessman Dave Ellwood, a 
long-time supporter  of  Dale College and 
its causes. 

More than 60 Old Dalians and their 
friends turned out at Leeuwkop Golf Club 

for a most successful tournament. Before the 
prize-giving they were entertained to a song-
and-words flashback to earlier eras by Old Da-
lian singer Doug Thompson  and his fellow 
Duck and Dive guitarists, Dave Dale and Peter 
(Bones) Ball. 

Third prize, also on 44 points on a count-
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out, went to Larry Wilen-
sky and Steve Tregoning, 
friends of Old Dalian (Dr) 
Wayne Korras, followed 
by Mike Claasen and 
Terry Sutherland, a friend 
of Old Dalians and prime-
mover in the  Joburg Old 
Rhodian Golf Union. 

Larry also won the 
prize for the longest drive 
– a  “Drive for show, putt 
for dough.” putting set  In 
fifth place also on 43 were 
Old Dalians Sean and 
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Rowan Hemphill, whose 
father Ronnie Hemphill, a long-time Dale 
College supporter since his King days, made 
a welcome return to Old Dalian golf. Pas-
sionate golfer Grant Turnbull and another 
guest and business colleague, Bill Hockley, 
took sixth prize. 

Old Dalian John Kirkwood and his son  
Andy finished seventh with Mike and Sandy 
Hobson, counted out  to eighth on 40 points. 
Sandy, related through marriage to the Old 
Dalian Sutton family, won the first ladies’ 
prize, followed by Pat Boesch, wife of Old 
Dalian Tony Boesch, who partnered her.  

 Two-club winners were Old Dalians 
Rowan Hemphill and visitors Adriano 
Garone, Trevor Cronje and Ross Stewart. 

The field was started by Old Dalian and 
past-president Ivan Venter, who presided 
over the prize-giving in the absence of chair-
man Dave Sephton Poultney, away for a 
family funeral.  Clyde Manson  again calcu-
lated the winning scores in the tournament.�
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THE ringleader was definitely Pete 
Hodgson, who very nearly demonstrated 
the stars and stripes he retains as a result 
of an “attitude correction” counselling 
session he received with a fishing rod as 
Hylton Ackerman’s newboy. 

Ian Mackintosh also bears testimony 
to the power of the fishing rod, adminis-
tered by the same HA, and the pair are a 
living monument to the late Ackie. 

John Main remarked that Graham 
Turnbull would easily put “Spud” to 
shame with his recall of stories from his 
time at Dale. One story revolves around 
a typical Presby activity - running down 
to the Buffalo River along the canal that 
ran past the King Tanneries, and through 
the long, dark tunnel which always had 
rats scampering around in it. 

On arrival at the “Buff” the group 
decided to have a kaalgat swim as it was 
such a lovely, warm day. Unfortunately 
they were unaware that a KHS student 
lived in a house bordering the river. She 
hid the clothes (no doubt, after a good 
long look at the young men), leaving 
Graham and friends stranded. 

Ian Mac recalled an evening bunk out 
from Joubert to have a kaalgat swim in 
the new KHS pool, finished about 1965-
66. The headmistress heard the commo-
tion in the pool and called out the police. 
Everyone took off as the cops arrived, 
leaving clothing behind, with Ian climb-
ing a tree to escape a young policeman, 
who spent much time searching for 
those responsible. 

Lucky for Ian he did not think of 
looking up, leaving him to cool down 
and freeze in the tree as the search con-
tinued for about an hour. 

Ian was eventually able to climb 
down and collect the clothing, as the 
considerate policeman had kindly left 
them for the mob to return and collect. 

Teachers of that era fondly recalled 
were Shoppie Workman, Laddie 
Hewson (the bearded policeman), Harry 
Haarhoff,  Sammy Samson, Ma 
Hendricks, Dudley Schroeder, Billy 
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Rowles, Walter Schnell, the stand-in 
headmaster between RW Searle and 
Billy Rowles. Then there was Mr Hurry, 
the English teacher famous for his pe-
riod-long butterfly joke. 

He taught spelling by inscribing 
words in chalk on a cricket bat and can-
ing the person who needed the spelling 
lesson until the chalk was transferred 
from the bat to the rear of the student, 
eventual destination the brain. 

Do any of you recall Dudley Schroe-
der’s gallant attempt at drinking some 
aloe juice at the end of his first year as 
housemaster of Presby, in sympathy 
with the newpot year-end concert and 
ceremony? 

Barry Pain was probably the most 
familiar of all Old Dalians with the in-

side of the Grey Hospital. He was 
tackled simultaneously by the son of 
Ma Hendricks and another dayboy   
as he dived over the tryline in a 
Presby-Dayboy inter-house rugby 
match.  His leg was quite badly bro-
ken and he spent about ten weeks (?) 
recuperating in hospital. 

The spirit of Dale prevailed and he 
received regular visits, including 
some from Ian (Mac) Maclachlan, 
Bobby Eley, John Main and Graham 
Turnbull. 

Graham Turnbull finally provided 
the answer to a mystery of nearly 40 
years that puzzled Dudley Schroeder 
at the time. Graham, John Main and 
others were up to no good in the ceil-
ing of H Dorm at Presby and fell 
through the ceiling when one of the 
group missed his footing on the raf-
ters. 

Along with their bodies the rem-
nants of probably 70 years worth of 
nip bottles and stompies fell through 
the ceiling into the dorm, covering 
stacked mattresses and beds. A hasty 
cleanup was arranged and a hammer 
found to try to repair the tongue-and-
groove pine ceiling.  

Later that evening on his rounds 
Dudley spotted the poorly-repaired 
ceiling and remains of the mess and 
was determined to root out the hooli-
gans. However, firm denials and pro-
tests of innocence averted a blood-
bath. So Dudley if you are out there, 
this one’s for  you! 
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TWO young township teenagers made 
history by winning the annual Old Da-
lian golf tournament which drew a field 
of 130 players. Solly Jonas, 17, and 
Mangaliso Mnoto, 12, from Ginsberg 
won the betterball competition at the 
King William’s Town Country Club. 

Jonas and Mnoto, who are both part 
of the South African Golf Development 
Board programme in the province, led 
the betterball competition with 46 
points. Second were M Mfene and  V 
Balman. 

Old Dalian John Bott and his partner 
Clinton Pretorius won third prize and 
Old Dalian and Dale rugby coach Gavin 
Jones and his partner Dave Smythe 
were fourth. 
    Other prize-winners were: Fifth, 
Nick Clough and D McKay; Sixth, 
V.M. Ngoqo and Alan Wright (Old 

Dalian); Seventh, S Siebert and Dave 
McBride; and eighth B Deysel and A 
van Coller. G Lentz and J Alexander 
were ninth and Old Dalians Steven 
Pope and Sean Kieck were tenth.   

Old  Dalians turned out in strength  
for the tournament, which raised R15 
000 for ODU funds. Sean Kieck and 
Haydn Mourant came from Port Eliza-
beth and  a number from East London.  
Basil Sutton, who has just returned to 
the Eastern Cape from the Western 
Cape,  was also in the field. 

Basil is the son of   Old Dalian the 
late Diocesan Hostel head prefect Pip 
Sutton, who played  first team cricket 
for Dale in the 1940s.  

The winners’ coach Ben Jonas told 
local reporter Bongani Fuzile: “These 
boys achieved something that we never 
expected. Ginsberg is proud of them.” 

��-��+�,������'�������,��.�"���

�����0	�;��.��;�
�,����!�����$�$�$�
��3��	���;�&����  

7
:
!,6� >
,!7� �;�� �	���� 7*�0	�C
���)
� �	�	���� ;��.	�� �0�� �*��� �0	�
<��*�;�"�)�!0�)����2��.�%�*�
�������
���� �.� 1����� ��� ��� "�)� ������� ;��.�
��*����	��$� 5�� ���� ��	� �.� �	�	����
�����)����	)����1���	�$�
��&'� 0��	� �	���� )��11	)� ��)�

)	��	)� �0	� ���
� ��� 0	� .	��� � 0	�&�*�)�
����)����	������&'����;��	��������$�
7��	� �	���� ���	��0	� �		)	)�1����
�

�1	�	)� �0	� ���� ��)� .�*�)� �0	� &��C
�	����)�����)�0��)$�
�0��� �	��� �	���� �;����1���	)� ��� �0	�

"�)� ������� ��*����	��� ��)� ����
.�*��0�1���	�-����1����/����0�0���1���C
�	��+�'	�%����	��-�		���;	��/$�
��� �	&�1��&��	� .��� 0��� ���C.��	)�&���

�.� 1����
� �	���� )����	)� �	�	���� ��C
�	���;� &���$� �0	�� �	�	� ����)	)� ���
H,����!����I����H�*&'��)����$I��
,���;� �0	� ����	��� �	�	� $� $� $� � ����

����	��$� ,���	� ��;0�8� "�)� �������
����	�� ";)	�� ��)� 0��� 1����	�
�
!����	� #	�10���
� .��0	�� �.� ��������
7	��� ��)� !����
� ��)� ����	� �	.�8�
����	��#������ ��)� �0��� ��.	� �����
�
;���))�*;0�	�� �.� "�)� ������� <�	�
7*����$�
����	����1��	���
�+�'	� ��)�7��)�
�

�0�� ���� 	�;0�0� 1���	� ��	� �		�� ���
�0	�1�&�*�	� �	���� �0	�$�7��)�� �����
�����0	��	�)��;���)�	���1���	$�
��� ��� ��	���;0�
� �0	� 1���	� .��� �0	�

����� ;��.� ���� ���� ����)	)� �0���
�	��$� <�	� ��)� 0��� 1����	�� ����

Jonas, a four handicap and Mnoto 
off 19, won a floating trophy and 
prizes which including a sheep each. 

Jonas said they could not believe it 
when they were announced as win-
ners. “We were shocked and at the 
same time happy as the crowd were 
cheering us.”  

Mnoto said they won because they 
are always practising on the greens. “I 
think our advantage was that we know 
the greens very well. But also the love 
of this sport made us excel.” 

* Old Dalian players included Rob 
Cummings, a former secretary of the 
ODU who now captains the Border 
Nomads, and 1964 Dale rugby captain 
Charlie Pope, who has given up farm-
ing and retired to East London. 
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FORMER Springbok centre Gcobani Bobo, who learnt his rugby at 
Dale College, has re-launched his rugby career in England after 
joining the premier league club, Newcastle Falcons. He is enjoying 
his new environment and has been impressed by what he has seen. 
  Bobo has joined Falcons on a two-year deal, an exciting challenge 
for the six-Test centre. It is also seen as an astute move by the ambi-
tious north-easterners. 

“I'll certainly miss the South African camaraderie here,” admitted 
Bobo “but it's a new challenge.  I am excited about moving to Eng-
land and hopefully I can use my talents in another country and for a 
new and ambitious team.” 

With a nine-year first class career in his homeland 
and six Springbok caps to his name, Bobo admits 
the fire in his belly has been reignited.  

He said he felt like “a  new boy at a new school 
on my first day, trying to find new mates . . . but I 
needn't have worried . Everyone has gone out of 
their way to help me fit in,” he says. 

“For me after nine years in South African rugby 
it's refreshing to hear some different voices, new 
ideas and some different philosophies on how rugby 
should be played. This is a new stage of my life and 
my rugby, and I'm very much looking forward to it.” 

From September 6  to October  18 he had played 
seven  games and had 431 minutes on the field. 

 Now aged 29, Bobo played his first Currie Cup match for the 
(Golden) Lions back in 2001 and his move to England follows  a  
varied nine-year first-class career, hampered by occasional injury 
and lapses in form. 

Last year he returned to the Springbok squad for the first time in 
four years but fell out of the Tri-Nations squad and then injured his 
shoulder. 

He won the last of his six Springbok caps in South Africa's victory 
over Italy in June 2008, and has starred for the SA Sevens team, 
current holders of the IRB World Sevens title. 

Starting in all but one of the Stormers' matches in this year's Super 
14, Bobo also played against the British and Irish Lions in June 
when Western Province lost in the last kick of the game. 

Looking forward to competing in England's Guinness Premiership 
and the European Challenge Cup, against an assortment of Europe's 
top clubs, Bobo hopes to flourish in a different environment. 

“I've always enjoyed England, having been there a few times on 
tour, and without trying to sell other countries short I felt it would 
be an easier move to make in fitting in, speaking the language and 

knowing the players I will be playing with and 
against,” he said. 

“The Guinness Premiership is a tough league and 
the European competitions are a great way to see 
new places and experience new cultures. The nice 
thing is that I will continue to test myself against 
some of the world's top players - in a different envi-
ronment.” 

Bobo has joined among others new  Falcons club 
captain Carl Hayman - a former All Black front 
rower -  and another New Zealander, flyhalf  Jimmy 
Gopperth, whom he played against during the 2009 
Super 14. 

Bobo was the Falcons' 15th new signing of a busy 
summer at Kingston Park. "Newcastle have lost a 
few senior players in recent times, but they have 
made some shrewd new signings and they have a lot 
of talented youngsters who have played for England 
at different levels,” said Bobo. 

“It’s an exciting time for the club, and we, as this 
new crop of players, have a fantastic opportunity to 
kick-start a brand new era at Newcastle 
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FALCONS director of rugby, Steve Bates, said: 
“Gcobani adds further significant international 
class to our backline, and we are delighted he 
has chosen to come to Newcastle. He is a player 
with vast Super 14 experience who has stepped 
up to full Test level, and his mixture of power, 
pace and running lines will see him as a key 
part of our midfield armoury.”  
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Falcons.” 
“I've been very happy with the whole 
set-up here, which I think is excellent. 

I was dreading the English mud 
when I first came, so it was a bit of a 
shock to get to the training ground and 
find this absolutely unbelievable plas-
tic pitch. 

“It's a really first class surface like 
nothing I've ever experienced before, 
so that's something new, and in winter 
we'll really feel the benefits of that. 

“The strength and conditioning set-
up here is superb, definitely right up 
there with the very best international 
teams, and that's going to be so impor-
tant for us in such a physical league as 
the Guinness Premiership. 

“On the rugby philosophy I really 
believe in the way that Steve Bates and 
Alan Tait see the game. It's exactly 
how I think rugby should be played, 
and if you add all of these things to-
gether then you start to get a pretty 
strong feeling of how good we can be 
this season.” 

Explaining a rugby journey which 
saw him go from schoolboy flank to 
international centre, Bobo says:  

“I captained South Africa Under-17s 
in 1996, when professional rugby was 
just starting to come about, and after 
captaining the national Under-19s me 
and my mate from school made a 
promise to each other that we wanted 
to go pro and really throw everything 
in to it. I was still playing open-side 
flanker in those days, chasing the ball 
around and loving it!” 

While settling into his new environ-
ment, Bobo found assistance from 
some familiar Super 14 faces. In his 
early days Jimmy Gopperth chauf-
feured him around the city every day. 

After facing  the British and Irish 
Lions on his final Western Province 
outing, he recalled: "It was an awe-
some experience to play against the 
Lions, although the weather wasn't 
great with all the rain in Cape Town. 

"The Lions fans decided to take their 
tops off and go bare-chested to the 
game even in the cold, so when we all 
emerged from the tunnel in our 
hoodies we thought it was hilarious to 
see these guys! 

“That sort of thing made sure it was 
great spirits in the game and around 
the stadium, but it was just a shame 
that we lost with the last kick by James 
Hook, who had a great match.  
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“After the final whistle I swapped 
shirts with Ugo Monye, and when I 
signed for the Falcons I gave Ugo a call 
to say, ‘Hey buddy, I'll see you up in 
Newcastle!’” 

Having had his passage to the UK 
delayed by a month due to red tape,  he 
reveals: “Getting over here was a bit of 
an ordeal because I had to sit an English 
exam to get my visa and work permit. 

“I hadn't sat in a classroom for over 
ten years, but I had to write essays, sit 
interviews and take comprehension 
exercises just to get in the country. 

“It was strange to say the least, and 
having sat the exams to then have to 
wait a few weeks for my papers was 
extremely frustrating when I knew the 
boys over here were already together 
and training as a team. 

“Everyone at the club seems focused 
on the Guinness Premiership and target-

ing that as the main goal.” 
Taking the pragmatic approach, he 

adds: "You can do as much work and 
talk things up at this time of year, but 
until you get on the field and win 
some games it's academic. 

“What's nice for this new group is 
that we have a chance to build some-
thing new together for this club, and 
the pressure is on every one of us to 
make Newcastle as successful as it can 
be for the fans.” 

As one of a host of newcomers re-
placing some familiar faces at King-
ston Park, Bobo insists he is well and 
truly his own man.  

“I'm a different person from anyone 
that was here before. I'm a new char-
acter on this scene, and I will bring my 
own style to it.” 

Revealing a nervous energy around 
his new move, he adds: "I felt it for 
the first time when I put on my kit for 
the team photograph and walked down 
the tunnel on to the field, the butter-
flies were going a bit. 

“I played at Kingston Park for the 
Cats back in 2003 during a Super 12 
warm-up alongside Russell Winter and 
against Warren Britz. We had snow, 
ice and everything that night.” 

So Bobo knew what to expect at 
Newcastle.  

* This story includes edited extracts 
f r o m  r e p o r t s  v i e w e d  o n  
w w w . h e a v e n s g a m e . c o m  a n d 
www.dailymail.uk/sport/rugbyunion 

For this this information thank-you  
our thanks to Old Dalian web-surfer 
Barry Turner of East London. 

�"�"��,%���56
 : 
Born: 12/9/79 
Position: Centre 
Height: 5ft 11 
Weight: 15 stone 1 
Honours: South Africa, SA 7s 
Previous franchises: Stormers, Cats,  
Sharks, Golden Lions 
���	�%���	;	�
U/14, U/15, First XV 
First Ethnic African to play for Dale 
 First XV 1995/1996 
1995 Played 21 games for Dale.  
Vice-captain Border Schools "B" 
 team - Half-colours award 
1996  Played 11 games for Dale. 
 Border Schools Craven Week XV 
 !��)	���&0�#�;0� ��� 
First XV.  
Western Province Schools  

From Page 5 
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You can’t take Dale  College out of Mick Bissell. After 16 years as a deputy head-
master and teacher at Kearsney College in KwaZulu-Natal, this remarkable Old 
Dalian is retiring to pursue his second career love as a “Mr Dale Carnegie.” In 
seven years he has organised 13 Dale Carnegie courses for senior Kearsney boys 
Now he is starting his own company and plans to move it into schools throughout 
South Africa. 
Mick has coached more than 400 Kearsney boys on leadership, self-confidence 

and public speaking and the well-known Dale Carnegie theme, “How to Win 
Friends and Influence People.”  

Kearsney is the only South African school offering Carnegie courses and the li-
cence holder has offered Mick the opportunity to widen his experience and start a 
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new career. “My son Bryan, a successful entrepreneur in 
the United States, is returning to join me,” he told Trans-
Dale Extra. 

“He will handle the corporate side here in KwaZulu-
Natal and ‘Bissell Training’ will be in business next year. 
I am looking forward to re-inventing myself with my son 
at my side.”  

Apart from a brief stint in the business world in Johan-
nesburg Mick has been teaching all his working life. It 
adds up to 36 years. 

After matriculating Mick spent four years at Rhodes 
University, then took a teaching diploma at Natal 
 (Maritzburg) University and later a B.Education degree. 
He spent 20 years teaching in state schools in the Trans-
vaal, interrupted by a four-year stint in Port Elizabeth. 

Mick taught at Northcliff High School, Johannesburg, 
under Old Dalian GD (Jed) Dickerson and was deputy 
headmaster of Westridge High School for five years. 

In 1989 he left teaching and spent four years as a senior 
manager at Masterplanners Commercial Interiors, then 
owned by Old Dalian Douglas Troxler, a prefect with him 
at Joubert House in 1964. The old school tie helped.  

“I enjoyed my time with Douglas, but an offer to go 
back to teaching seemed a good idea,” he says. 

Mick joined the Kearsney staff in 1994 and has taught 
history and English, coached cricket and performed ad-
ministrative duties as a deputy head. This has included 
running discipline at the school.  

But, as he once told TransDale: “Boys will be boys - 

�+����+�����+��������+�&����������+��,�����(���(�  
LOOKING back on his early years in the Eastern Cape,  Mick 
Bissell recalled: “My seven  years at Dale (1958-1964) while 
growing up on a pineapple farm near Peddie, were halcyon 
years in a very different time and in a very different place. 

“Henry Nash (a prominent Old Dalian sports personality) 
was the guest speaker at a Dale matric valedictory evening in 
the early sixties.  

He used the metaphor of life as a big swimming pool, with 
the school you attend as the diving board that will launch you 
into the pool.  

“ The better and more springy the diving board, the higher 
will be your take-off, and the bigger the splash you will make in 

the pool of life, and the ripples you make will be larger and go 
further. Quite quaint, but I have never forgotten it. 

“I (with a thousand others who passed through the college 
when Russell Searle ruled the roost) was given an excellent lift 
by a Red-and-Black “wipplank” (diving-board)  when I 
plunged eagerly into the pool of life. 

“I was there (at the top of one of Anton Duval’s 10-man 
pyramids!) at the  Centenary celebrations in 1961, and “hell 
will (need to) bar my way” if I am prevented from being 
“Among the Amatolas” at the 150th Celebrations in 2011.” 
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there is little difference between Kearsney boys and Dalians – 
the common denominator is rugby fanaticism.”  

Mick now adds: “I have visited Dale with cricket sides and 
had fun organising festivals for several sports here. I was glad 
to have the Dale lads as guests at Under 14 cricket festivals in 
the 1990s and more recently at the Kearsney ‘House of Paint’ 
Easter rugby festivals. 

“Dale teams have starred and made KZN Old Dalians proud. 
Kearsney 1st XVs have clashed more than six times and we 
have yet to beat the Red-and Black! 

“I have had an Old Dalian blazer (renewed every five years 
or so) since I left school. Teaching lends itself to donning blaz-
ers and so I have shown off my Old Dalian roots proudly. I 
taught with two former Dale teachers, Dave 
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Knowles and Deon 

Boshoff, here.” 
Before moving from Johannesburg, 

Mick commented: ''I'm a dyed- in-the-
wool Transvaal rugby supporter - it 
will take a long time to become a Ba-
nana Boy.”  

Now he says: “I’ve become a die-
hard Sharks fan, but the Lions are al-
ways my ‘second team.’ 

“My 16 years at Kearsney have been 
good. This is a good school and I’m 
glad we moved to KZN.  

“It is a wonderful place with a great 
climate and everything (sea, moun-
tains and game-reserves) close by. I 
never intend leaving!”  

* Go well, Mick Bissell. No doubt, 

at Doug Troxler's  business headquarters in Sandton. 
* In 1991, Mick came out tops in the tennis round robin at 

the annual Dale parents' sports day,  in a tie with a Dalian, 
David Switala. 

* That year Mick scored a coup for Dale rugby by finding his 
old school a star flyhalf in Johannesburg. He was Shaun 
Sharp, a former pupil of his at Westridge High. Mick acted 
fast when tipped off that Shaun was moving to East London. 
Shaun, then only 15, went on to become the leading points 
scorer for the Dale First XV. 
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in true Dale and Dale Carnegie tradi-
tion, you will spend a good few years 
making new friends and influencing 
more people in your new sphere of 
life.  

* Mick has been married for almost 
39 years to Dot (née Weyer), a nursing 
sister from Chipinga in the former 
Rhodesia.  

* They have a daughter Janine,  mar-
ried and teaching at Crawford La Lu-
cia, and two sons, Darren, an elec-
tronic engineer at Koeberg, near Cape 
Town, and Bryan, the entrepreneur 
returning from Canada to join  his dad 
in an exciting  new venture.  

“We are hale, hearty and happy,” 
says Mick. 
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AS an active Old Dalian Mick Bissell has made news several 
times in TransDale. 

* In 1978, when the Dale first rugby team took the Trans-
vaal by storm, a bearded teacher at Northcliff High School 
arranged 22 “charming partners” for the Dale players at an 
after-match braai. Dale beat Northcliff 19-6.  

* As chairman of the Transvaal ODU branch for three 
years, he introduced get-togethers of Old Dalians of different 
eras. He was highly successful with his own, the Searle Era of 
the 1950s and early '60s, who gathered for a nostalgic evening 
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OLD DALIAN Ray Radloff who lives in 
Australia, will be heading for Reunion 
2010 year for the 50th anniversary of his 
matric year. It will be his third and 
“farewell” visit since emigrating Down 
Under and he hopes his 1960 classmates 
will be there to join him.  

Sadly, he will not be able to repeat the 
chance encounter with an Old Dalian sit-
ting next to him on an SA-bound  aircraft 
in 2000. His fellow passenger, Tim Rus-
sell (1947), died in New Zealand in Au-
gust (see obituary on Page 13.) 

Ray was at Dale from 1959 to 1960 and  
headboy of Weir House, which was 
opened in 1960. He played fullback for the 
First XV, which was unbeaten, except for 
the game against St Andrew’s. Coach Tom 
Higgs’ critique read as follows: 

“Full-back, Border Schools. Best full-
back Dale has produced for years. Big 
match temperament. Uncanny sense of 
positional play. Kicks, handles and tackles 
with distinction.” 

“Why have I kept it? Ego-trip!” admits 
Ray. “I show it to my grandchildren who 
might otherwise think I am just an old 
ratbag!” 

After graduating from Rhodes, Ray 
taught under Tom Higgs in 1966 at 
Queen’s College and then returned to Elli-

ott in the North East Cape to run the family 
hotel. He sold the hotel and spent two years 
in East London “playing squash (including  
for Border) and did some relief-teaching at 
Selborne.” 

“In 1974 I and my wife Kay and two 
young children, ‘dropped out’ to the Sey-
chelles for a year. Fortunately I never found 
a job,” says Ray.  

In 1981 the Radloffs arrived in Australia 
and after working as a manager for a Syd-
ney company, Ray retired in 1999 to Alston-
ville in Northern New South Wales. He 
grows avocados on a small property.  

 “I have had a fortunate life,” says Ray. 
“Kay and I have been married for 42 years, 
have two great children and nine grandchil-
dren. and any Old Dalians travelling to Aus-
tralia would be welcome to stay with us.” 

His postal address is PO Box 372 Alston-
ville  NSW 2477 Australia. Kay is a sister of 
the late Gill and Mossie Hawkes, a past- 

president of the ODU. 
*Ray is looking forward to rejoining old 

mates of the Class of 1960 at Reunion 
2011.  

During his SA visit he will stay with an 
Old Queenian friend, Dave Robertson, 
from his years at Elliott and Rhodes Uni-
versity. Dave, who lives in Johannesburg, 
is the son of Old Dalian Noel Robertson, 
Border and Junior Springbok rugby player 
of the 1930s. His brother Hugh, also an 
Old Queenian, taught at Dale in the 1960s 
and now lives in Canada. 

* Next year’s Reunion will be held from 
May 13 to 15. Classes celebrating anniver-
saries of their matric year will include 
(with contact e-mail addresses or phone 
numbers):   
1960: Glen Miles 043-726 7722.  
1970:David Frauenstein 
david.frauenstein@absa.co.za and 
 Ray Nixon raykate@telkomsa.net 
1980: Mark Beard mb104@mweb.co.za 
1985: Contact not known yet. 1990: Greg 
Webb gregwebb@honeyguide-sa.co.za and 
Steven Hatley stevenh@weblink.co.za 
2000: Contacts not known yet. 
* The new national president will be 
inducted during the Friday Assembly.   
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NEARLY 60 years ago a former headmaster of Dale College, the Rev 
Frank Sutton, told Tom Higgs, then a young student: 
 “I know you are going back to teach at Dale. I hope one day you will 

be a clerical headmaster.” 
 Tom did become a headmaster - and also clergyman many years later 

after he had retired as a chief inspector of schools. 
At age 70, he felt pressing calls to the ministry after recovering from 

cancer. He “went back to school” to study theology and three years 
later became an ordained minister.  
 Now aged 80, Tom has retired after seven years as assistant priest at 

St Andrew’s Anglican Church at Strand in the Western Cape. 
Tom (or Tommy as he was called at Dale) matriculated with a first 

class in 1946 and graduated BA (Hons) and UED (Union Education 
Diploma)  at Rhodes University, where he met his future wife Mary. 
In 1951, at a party after playing rugby for Rhodes in Port Elizabeth 

against a visiting Oxford-Cambridge  touring side, he was introduced 
to “Tanner” Sutton by  Bruce Gordon, an Old Dalian and former Dale 

teacher, then headmaster of Grey High 
School.  
“I remembered Frank Sutton leaving 

Dale on retirement in 1937 when I was 
in Std 1.” It was then that the former 
headmaster made his almost prophetic 
remark. 
Tom went on to teach at Dale and 

became head of Dale Primary. A 
churchgoer since childhood in King 
William’s Town, he became warden of   
Diocesan (Anglican) Hostel and a sub-
deacon (now known as a lay preacher). 
After three years as principal of Um-

tata High School, Transkei,  he moved 
to Queenstown. 
There, like two other Old Dalian 

teachers who became headmasters of 
Queen’s College, he must have sensed 
divided loyalties - especially as a for-
mer Dale First XV coach watching the 
arch rivals on the rugby field. 
“My years at Queen’s and Dale were 

extremely busy ones,” he told Trans-
Dale Extra.  
“My wife Mary, who had four chil-

dren in six years, was always coping 
with the family and occasionally taught 
biology at Queen’s. 

At big boarding schools controlling 
teenage boys was a 24-hour working 
day.” 
The son of a building contractor, Tom 

took a key role in setting up new build-
ings at Diocesan Hostel, Umtata High 
and Queen’s.  
“What kept me going was being able 

to ‘get away from it all’ by retreating to 
Kayser’s Beach during school holidays. 
   “Away from telephones and post of-
fices, it was the ideal place to recharge 
one’s batteries.” 
After nine years in Queenstown, Tom 

spent four years as a school inspector 
based in Cape Town. He retired at 60 as 
one of the education department’s two 
chief inspectors. 
In 2000, 15 years after surviving can-

cer of the colon, he decided “in view of 

this reprieve” to offer the rest of his 
life to God’s service. 
 He took Bible studies at Stellen-

bosch University and qualified as a 
minister at a college in Cape Town. 
As a member of a Fellowship of 

Vocation with much younger candi-
dates, mostly men and women of col-
our, Tom “found an inner peace.”  
The Anglican Church had given him 

the “opportunity to ignore the colour 
line,” he said. 
His ordination in 2003 was con-

ducted in English, Afrikaans and 
Xhosa before a multi-racial congrega-
tion of 350 people. 
 "It was a wonderful, exciting event," 

said Mary. "It was emotional," said 
Tom.  
What was important to him was that 

people of diverse colours shared in the 
ceremony and were thrilled by it. 
Since then he has been assisting at St 
Andrew’s in Strand. 
He retired in October this year to his 

home in Somerset West where he and 
Mary have lived since 1980. 
 “The Bishop has now issued me 

with a new licence, ‘Permission to 
Officiate, which allows me to cele-
brate (communion) and preach if 
asked to do so. 

�"+�,���+,!>�#5227�$�$�$���	�������*)	���   

�#
�!
:��"+��
�����0	����D�����	��
!	*������$�$�$����
�	���;	�.����
��*�;���)���)��
�

�����������#�6) #��
�"!�#�$  

��������������� �������������������������������������������������������������+���������+�.� ��-1  

To Page 10 



���������	�
����
����	��	�������������

 

 

5��*���&	��	��&��	��*�����1�����

 “I have enjoyed the last seven 
years’   work as an ordained priest. Basically it 
is a question of helping and giving. 

“As the Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Mar-
tin, put it (as reported in Time Magazine in May 
2006): ‘You don’t become a full person simply 
by having or achieving but by giving.” 

Tom Higgs has featured several times in Trans-
Dale, notably . . .   

* In 2001 he paid a rare visit to Johannesburg 
and was given a rousing  welcome at a dinner by 
26 Old Dalians. These included three former 
schoolmates of the 1940s era and a group of ex- 
pupils and rugby first-team rugby players of the 
next decade. To them he will always be Tommy.  

* In 2006, as the Rev Tom Higgs, smartly at-
tired in clerical black, he conducted the Reunion 
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TWO Old Dalian insurance men, both 
keen golfers , emerged “from the wood-
work” to play in the Joburg annual tour-
nament in October.  

* Peter Hodgson works in short-term 
insurance, underwriting for Compass. 
He has his own company in Glenanda, 
near the Glenvista Golf Club, but has 
been a member of Roodepoort Country 
Club for more than 20 years. He lives in  
nearby Wilro Park.  

Peter spent eight years as a boarder at 
Dale (from 1962 to 1969), starting at 
Dale Junior in Std 3 - with Dummy Tay-
lor as headmaster. 

“My first hostel was Sutton House 
(when the juniors and seniors were to-
gether.) I then moved to the new junior 
hostel - James Hendricks. In 1965, I 
moved up to the college - spending all of 
my five senior years at Frank Joubert. In 

my first year there I fagged for Hylton 
Ackerman.” 

Peter played first team cricket, 
hockey, tennis and squash and ma-
triculated in 1969. 

* John Main, who works for Zu-
rich Insurance, came to Gauteng from 
Botswana last December. 

He has been in insurance since 1971 
and spent 22-and-a-half years working 

for Botswana Eagle (now Zurich) in 
Gaborone, the last 16 as manager/
director. He is now an area sales man-
ager for Zurich in Johannesburg. 

He and his wife Shirley (née Du 
Toit from Edenvale) now also live in 
Wilro Park. They have two grown-up 
daughters and a son. 

John was at Dale from 1966 to 
1969, but matriculated at Damelin 
College.  

His four years at Presby had 
“taught me independence and self-
discipline which has carried me 
through my working life,” he told 
Transdale Extra.  
* Two other Old Dalians in insurance 
are Russell Spring, also with Compass 
in Johannesburg, and Ewen Turnbull, 
with Zurich in Durban. 
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JOHN SADLER, who matriculated at Dale in the 1940s, 
is still enjoying his retirement with his wife Jean in 
Omemee, a small village in  Ontario, Canada. 

John was known as “The Refugee” when he came to 
King William’s Town during  the Second World War. 
An electronics engineer, he emigrated to Canada but  
moved from Toronto  to the country with Jean 25 years 
ago. 

“Our village of 1 100 folks seemed a big change from 
“the Big TO “(Toronto population 2.5mil). Now we find 
the best part of Toronto is driving out of it! 

“Our little place is right in the village. The Post Of-
fice, bank and booze store are all about 50 yards away.  

 “We are on the water (very weedy) and have about three 
acres. We are in what is known as cottage country.  
There are hundreds of summer cottages around us.   
Most of them are next to a lake and used over  weekends 
in the summer. 

“Jean was crazy enough to go to the supermarket (yes 
we have one ) one Friday afternoon in the summer. She 
returned and put the car in the garage. I asked what the 
problem was, she answered the garage was the closest 
parking spot! 

* The American Indian word for Omemee means pi-
geon. The Sadlers’ address is: Box 533, Omemee,  
Ontario, K0L 2W0.  Phone 705-799-6434. 
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Memorial Service in the Hallowed 
Courtyard at Dale College. He gave 
an inspiring address, aimed mainly at 

# TransDale Extra is produced for the Joburg Old Dalian Union by editor Joe Sutton (sutton27@worldonline.co.za) and his 
assistant, Frances Sutton, with technical aid from Viv Brown of Sirius Electronic Systems c.c. (sirius@binary.co.za). 
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present Dalians.  
That evening he spoke at the Reunion 

dinner, challenging older Old Dalians.  

From Page 9   
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lage’s main road to the Matasimba home 
for the reception. 

The couple were welcomed by ululat-
ing women, traditional songs and men 
showing the skills of a traditional dance. 
An ox and two sheep were slaughtered.  

The menu included a hot buffet of 
rice, mngqusho (samp and beans) car-
rots, pumpkin, potatoes, beef, mutton 
and chicken.  

Drinks, though mainly non-alcoholic 
as is the custom, included umqombothi 
(African traditional beer).  

Lizzie’s daughter, Claire, flew from 
France to give her mother away, and the 
best man was Christopher’s son, 
Charles, from the UK.  

The bridesmaids were Caitlin Teeton, 
daughter of Bill (who taught with Chris-
topher at both Salisbury and Exeter Ca-
thedral Schools, and later at Woodridge 
Prep, near Port Elizabeth.) and his wife 
Carol, and Kayakhazi Matasimba and 
Qhama Mwrashu, grandaughters of 
Thamie and his wife Nozolile.  

Guests included Steve Biko’s widow, 
Ntsiki , Democratic Alliance MP Stuart 
Farrow and his wife Heather, Old Dalian 
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A PIONEER of close links between an English cathe-
dral school and the two Dales has married his fiancée, 
with Xhosa–style celebration, in a rural village near 
King William’s Town.  

Dale headmasters Mike Eddy and Grant Williams 
were among VIP guests at the wedding of Christopher 
Helyer, retired headmaster of Exeter Cathedral College, 
and Lizzie Worledge, an Englishwoman, in a small 
Anglican church at Jubisa Location. 

As headmaster, Christopher helped to establish an 
annual sports scholar exchange scheme between his 

college and Dale College and Dale Jun-
ior, where he taught for three months in 
2006. He also helped to revive the Dale 
Junior choir and music at Holy Trinity 
Church in King. 

But it was after he walked into Jubisa, 
led by a group of schoolchildren  whom 
he found playing in the veld, that he 
forged closer links with the King area. 

He was welcomed by Thamie Mata-
simba and his family and founded the 
international Mayenziwe Project, which 
helps under-resourced and poorly-
maintained rural Eastern Cape schools, 
and recruits young British volunteers as 
assistant teachers. 

He described it as a “life-changing 
experience” for these young people. 
Earlier this year after Lizzie, a retired 
nurse and midwife, and Christopher 
stayed with the Matasimba family, he 
proposed that they be married in a tradi-
tional ceremony at the village, hosted by 
Thamie and his family. 

Jubisa came alive with excitement 
when they tied the knot at All Saints’ 
Church in July. The bride and groom and 
many guests wore traditional Xhosa gar-
ments. After the ceremony the newly-
weds and guests walked along the vil-

Gordon McCune, former chairman of the 
Dale Junior Governing Body. One of 
Christopher’s former volunteer teachers, 
Joe Smale, flew in from Britain for the 
occasion.  

Others guests were former Rotary presi-
dent Dr Harry Ramjee and his wife Ka-
runa and author the Rev Canon Professor 
Peter Mtuze (translator of Long Walk to 
Freedom) who composed a Xhosa poem 
in honour of the occasion. 

Host Thamie Matasimba said:“I dreamt 
that my homestead would host people 
from other nations and it is happening 
now.”  

He said Christopher had been a good 
friend to him and his family and he 
treated him as one of them. Christopher 
described the day as “a truly rainbow 
occasion.” It had been the happiest day of 
his life and he felt it was one way of tell-
ing the Jubisa community that he and his 
wife were a part of them. “They are truly 
wonderful people!”  

The ceremony was conducted by The 
Rev Anaida Allwood of Holy Trinity 
Church, King William’s Town, assisted 
by the acting Archdeacon of KWT, Fr 
Charles Lagan. 

The couple later reaffirmed their vows 
during Sunday Eucharist at their home 
church in Dartmouth, Devon, where they 
have set up home.  

They will continue to make three trips 
each year to continue their work for the 
Mayenziwe Project. 

* This story was based on reports in the 
Daily Dispatch, East London, and The 
Bugle, King William’s Town. 
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KEITH KIRTON (matric 1946), who 
died on August 3, aged 81, was one of 
the best all-round sportsmen pro-
duced by Dale College. He won col-
ours for cricket, tennis and rugby, 
captained the First XI for two years 
and went on to captain both Border 
and Eastern Province. He also repre-
sented Border at badminton. 

Son-in-law Donald Campbell, in a 
funeral tribute, spoke of Keith’s twin 
passions. Next to his family was  his 
love of sport. 

 In outlining Keith’s remarkable 
sporting achievements, he quoted 
from an obituary by noted English 
cricket recorder and statistician 
Robin Isherwood. 

At Dale, Keith played first team 
cricket for four years, tennis for three 
and rugby in his matric year. He 
played for Border Schools in the 1946 
Nuffield Week and was selected for 
SA Schools.  He represented King 
William’s Town at cricket at 16 and 
later captained Pioneers in King club 
cricket.  

Isherwood, a keen follower of Old 
Dalians playing first-class cricket, 
described Keith as “a right-hand top-
order batsman who could play spin 
bowling particularly well  and a fine 
fielder in the covers with a quick and 
accurate throw.” 

He played 73 first-class matches 
from 1947 to 1964 – first for Border, 
captaining them 29 times and then for 
EP in the early 60s, captaining them 
eight times. 

He scored 4,128 runs including ten 
centuries and 18 fifties.  

“The season 1954-55 was the most 
successful of his career with 599 Cur-
rie Cup B Section runs in six matches. 
Against Griqualand West he reached 

(
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his century in “a brilliant display of 
footwork and stroke play.”  

“Two matches later in December 
1954 against Eastern Province he 
made a career-best 163 in Border’s 
first innings of 335. Against Rhode-
sia he made his third century of the 
season. “He joined Ossie Dawson at 
10.30 am with the score on 33 for 2.  

At lunch both players had reached 
their hundreds (Dawson 117 and 
Kirton 105, both not out.) It was only 
the second time in SA first-class 
cricket that two players in partner-
ship had both scored a century be-
fore lunch.  

The partnership realised 255 runs 
to establish a new Border third-
wicket record and his 124 took 191 
minutes.”  

In December 1954. playing for 
Border against North-Eastern 
Transvaal, he and his brother Cecil 

made SA cricketing history by lead-
ing two opposing teams in a first-
class match. 

In the 1962-63 season he captained 
EP in five of their six Currie Cup 
Section A games and top-scored with 
119 after retiring  hurt in the first 
innings from a severe blow to make 
“a gutsy ton” in the second innings.  
   EP Cricket Board chief executive 
Dave Emslie described Keith "a real 
gentleman and certainly one of those 
who ought to have gained his na-
tional colours.”  
   Keith worked first in the sports 
trade in King William’s Town, Gra-
hamstown and Port Elizabeth before 
joining EP Newspapers in its adver-
tising department in the early 1960s.  

He was married for 26 years  to 
Yvonne  Hulley, a King William’s 
Town beauty and Border swimmer.  
They had two sons, Gary and Jeffrey 
and daughters Debbie and Helen. 
Gary played cricket and squash for 
Dale and squash also for Eastern 
Province. Jeff played first-league 
cricket in  PE. 

Years later, after Yvonne’s death  
aged 46 from a heart attack, Keith 
was married  to June for 38 years. 
He was devoted to his two step-
daughters, Julie and Elaine.  

Donald Campbell, who is married 
to Helen, said Keith was committed 
to his family and spent endless hours 
watching them playing badminton, 
attending Jeff’s athletics  meetings 
or reporting on Gary’s sporting  
performances. 

  Donald described Keith as a “guy 
who could show up in PE and be 
awarded the captaincy  

(of EP) ahead of local luminaries.”  
He was “discerning in 
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KEITH’S stepdaughter, Elaine Bezuidenhout, in her tribute, spoke of 
his “jovial personality and way of greeting people that made them 
feel they were special to him. “He crept into the hearts of the staff at 
the Linmed Hospital (in Benoni.) Keith, she said, was special to 
many people in Rynpark retirement village.  He was known and 
respected as a gentleman and was known as ‘Die Engelsman.’ 

“He was adored by his grandchildren. His relaxed manner with 
them, his fun-loving nature and interest in whatever they were doing, 
all made him a very special grand-dad. 

“He was funny, caring and his hugs were the best. He was al-
ways ready to help improve their sporting skills of course and none 
of them had any excuse not to know the rules of cricket and how to 
score.” 

“As a dad, he was one we could always rely on for a helping 
hand and a word of encouragement. He would take on any chal-
lenge if we needed assistance.  

“When I had my business he climbed in boots and all and 
supervised the chemical mixing. “No challenge was too great - 
even that of trying to improve my golf swing.” 

“He was very proud  of all his children . . . and loved family 
and friends’ get-togethers. He was able to mix with all and have 
a laugh and a cheerful word for each one. 

“Keith and my mom, June, did everything together from arts 
and crafts to making stunning necklaces. Keith made some great 
bird houses and other carpentry  items.” 

To Page 13 
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In 1989 the family moved to Benoni where Keith 
coached schoolboy cricket with Springbok Denis Lind-
say and was manager of the Benoni Northerns Club. 

During his retirement while living in Beyers Park, 
Boksburg, Keith found a new niche in life in his sixties 
as groundsman and cricket coach at Christian Brothers 
College in Boksburg 

In 1986, TransDale told how Keith looked after the 
school sports-fields, which had five turf wickets and 
three seniors turf  nets.  

His “baby” was the Under13 squad of about 20 boys, 
who played against other schools in Johannesburg and 
the East Rand.  His job was to prepare youngsters for 
the future. He loved his work, cricket and the school.       

“It’s not as good as Dale but it’s a very good school," 
he said. The boys are lovely kids. They call me Keith, 
not Sir or Mr Kirton.”   

his judgment, really good company and 
smart in appearance, tactically astute and with a fair 
degree of diplomacy.” 

 While working in Walmer, Keith nearly lost his lif e 
when he was hijacked and kidnapped in a “horrific ex-
perience.” Trapped in his car boot, he forced his way out 
on a highway and jumped to safety.    
    After playing 17 seasons Keith reflected on his way of 
life which had “cost me time with family and pursuing a 
career.”    

Now it was time for family and that is where he in-
vested all his spare time. . .  his playing days were over, 
he was fulfilled  . . .  the end of the chapter.  

Said Donald: “I remember Keith saying to me in my 
early years when he took an interest in my cricket and 
rugby exploits: “Win as if you are used to winning and 
lose as if you enjoy losing.” 

He paid tribute to Keith as “my hero, father-in-law, 
friend, adoring grandfather and part-time counsellor.” 
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OLD DALIAN Tim Russell, who has 
died in New Zealand aged 79, was a 
keen sportsman all his life. At Dale, 
he played first team cricket and ten-
nis and a few games at flyhalf for the 
First XV.  

In New Zealand, he won the na-
tional veterans’ golf championship at 
age 68. Despite suffering kidney fail-
ure from the age of 74 he was still 
playing golf at 78 off a 16 handicap. 

As a sports lover, Tim was very 
proud of his son Douglas when he 
represented New Zealand Colleges at 
rugby, but he remained a loyal 
Springbok supporter and won and 
lost many a bet with fellow New Zea-
landers. 

Born in 1930, Tim came to Dale in 
1943 when his mother became ma-
tron at Diocesan Hostel under 
“Drollie” Rowles and later served 
under Tom Higgs. His younger 
brother Michael (Mike), who still 
runs an Eastern Cape clothing busi-
ness from East London, was national 
president of the Old Dalian Union in 
1981-82. 

After leaving school, Tim joined the 
then Farmers’ Co-operative Union
(FCU) as a stock representative. He 
worked in the East London, Mooi 
River and Victoria West areas and 
represented Griqualand West at 
cricket.  

In 1956 he emigrated to New Zea-
land and became a livestock agent 
and a sales manager specialising in 
stud cattle in North Island. His 
achievements included judging stud 
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cattle in Aberdeen, Scotland, and in 
North America. He retired in 1996 
to Palmerston North, North Island. 

An ardent Old Dalian, he visited 
the school in 1995 and again in 2000 
for the Reunion.  

While flying to South Africa he 
met Old Dalian Ray Radloff sitting 
next to him on the aircraft also on 
his way to Dale College (see Page 8.) 

It was then that Tim bought the 
rugby ball used by the Dale and 

Queen’s rugby teams in their Reun-
ion encounter and autographed by 
the players. He took it back to New 
Zealand and presented it to the NZ 
Rugby Museum of which he was a 
board member for many years. 

On his 1995 visit he spotted New 
Zealand exchange student Greg 
Somerville playing prop forward 
for Dale.  

Impressed, he recommended Greg 
to his neighbour Frank Oliver, a 
former All Black then coaching the 
New Zealand Colts. Greg won his 
first All Black cap in 2000 and re-
tired from international rugby this 
year to play abroad.  

In New Zealand, Tim was friendly 
with fellow former Presbite Dennis 
Mee and the late Bruce Hubbard 
(ex- Diocesan.) Bryan Hurn (also 
ex-Presby), who has retired to Som-
erset West, Cape,  spent some time 
in NZ and was also a good friend. 

A number of Old Dalians, includ-
ing Sid Knott and Mike Sheard, 
have visited or stayed with Tim and 
his wife Karen in New Zealand. 

Unselfish, respected and devoted 
to his family, Tim died in Palm-
erston North, on August 13 after 
suffering a heart attack during di-
alysis treatment.  

He leaves Karen, after 51 years of 
marriage, his son Douglas and 
daughter Philippa, three grandchil-
dren, to whom he loved to sing Dale 
rugby songs, especially “Among the 
Amatolas.” 
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